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shown by the Churchill cabinet's appointment of the
Beveridge committee and the people's reception of the
Beveridge Report, there was general recognition in Britain
that national and social security could and should be pursued
together even in the darkest days.
A hundred years ago, not even the most far-seeing of
philosophic radicals had any clear idea what would be the
outcome of universal enfranchisement or what was involved
in encouraging members of all classes to be self-supporting.
Still less did they guess how these two processes would
react on one another during the next century or more. Like
Christian, who could see the shining light but not the wicket
gate, they had to be content with the vague conviction that
the emancipation movements they were leading were pointing
somehow towards the greater happiness of the greatest
number. And it is to our and later generations that they had
to leave the filling-in of the details of the picture.
They knew only that an old social order was being under-
mined and superseded. They gave expression to the new sense
of unfreedom that men felt, placed as they were between
unknown possibilities of man's control over his own destiny
on the one hand, and on the other the repressive militancy
of a time-honoured outlook driven suddenly out of its com-
placency and forced on to the defensive by the march of mind.
They struggled for the freedom of the individual: and in
that age there was no other cause for which they might so
usefully have fought. Yet out of their struggles there is
emerging at the end of a hundred years a vast new network
of social tights and duties.
This apparent paradox is only the logic of experience. In
all times of change, and perhaps in other times too, men have
longed to make certain and sure of their own and their
children's place in the community. The fear that it might
become worse and the hope that it might be bettered have
both driven them towards the same demand*. Opportunities
to live healthy lives and acquire useful knowledge had barely
brought general improvement within sight when a still more

